Stress free wedding

 It’s been 24 hours since he asked you to marry him and your heart is finally back at a normal pace and the pain in your cheeks from tears of joy has subsided. Then reality sets in and you think to yourself… “What do I do now?”

Oh my, What Now?

 Planning does not have to be stressful if you can get the right people in your corner. You will find many articles in magazines and on the web that explain how you can cut corners and wind up with a cheap wedding. Then ask yourself this… “Do I want a cheap wedding?”  “Do I want a memorable wedding?” “Are both possible?”

 What I am here to do is to offer you my advice on what I have seen work over my 13 years as a professional entertainer / organizer / planner / M.C. for weddings. 

Step 1

 Without question setting a date is going to be your first step and the crucial thing to remember here is to make sure you plan it according to any potential obstacles or conflicts in schedules of you or your fiancé.  

Church or …?

 Traditional church services have been a wedding standard for many years, however, in the past 10 years many couples have chosen to do something “different “ and outdoor services are becoming quite common so you need to figure out what you feel is right for you based on your religion or beliefs. Keep in mind that most religious ceremonies do not require you to perform your ceremony in a church or temple. This is where you also need to decide what kind of music you will require for your service. Musicians or recorded music? It’s your day so you decide what you want and rely on the experience of professionals to assist you. 

Party Place

 The next thing you need to look for is a venue. Try to find something that “fits” and I am not talking about in your budget. It should be a reflection of you and your fiancé. Make sure you have a general list of the total number of guests because this too can be the deciding factor on your reception location. Generally, a venue that offers in house catering usually relieves added stress. This also depends on your venue because many don’t offer in house catering but again I encourage you to delegate and ask your vendors and other wedding professionals for assistance. 

Vendors

 Deciding what services you need can be overwhelming but it doesn’t need to be. You need entertainment and you need the day captured on film, video or both. That’s the basic needs for your day. Sounds simple enough but this is where many brides and grooms falter. Natural human instinct is to try to get the best deal for the best price. This is the first time you have done this so you need to educate yourself and get educated by the vendors themselves. Above everything make sure you are comfortable with the person you are dealing with, If for any reason that person doesn’t seem to “fit” with you then move on. The first thing you need to know with anything is the old saying you get what you pay for and that is so very true. I am going to put together most wedding vendors into this topic and it should apply to all wedding services that you hire. 

Hiring 

Your wedding is a "once in a lifetime" event that takes a lot of time (6 months to a year) and money (On average, $20,000) to plan!  The vendors you choose should reflect your personality and style. You need to decide where the majority of your budget needs to be placed. The biggest mistake I have seen brides and grooms make is choosing one vendor at a time. You need to have all the vendors laid out in front of you. You need to decide what percentage of importance each vendor and service is to the success of your reception. For example does the $500 Ice Mold (Yes I said mold they are not sculptures) contribute to the success of your reception? Does the $1,125 veggie platter $7.50 x 150 people, served at midnight that the majority of your guests wont touch contribute to the success of your reception?  Like I have said, natural instinct is to hire the cheapest and hope for the best but another old saying pops in my head. “If it’s too good to be true it probably is” I will use my industry as an example because I know it best.

  From my experience as professional for over 13 years I have spent a good portion of my time researching what level of entertainment is out there. Based on entertainment reviews I send to my clients and comments I have received from others who have seen bad, ok and exceptional entertainers we have narrowed it down to 3 different types of services and what you need to look for based on what your needs are.

The Amateur:  

This DJ is usually inexperienced, a family member or friend of a friend. They do this as a hobby and have no references to call upon to gain some insight to their service. They will show up to your event dressed very casual, wearing a necktie if your lucky, with their home stereo system that is probably less powerful than the one you have at home. They are not familiar with your type of event and do not have a wide variety of music. He will not have a song list for you or your guests and probably won’t take requests. He sits in his chair most of the night and probably doesn’t even own a microphone. This DJ is good if you don’t care about how your event turns out and you are just looking for the cheapest way out.

Actual Worth: $250-$400 (Will probably charge about the same)

The Average:

This DJ is pretty easy to pick out. Usually the first impression is high-pressure sales tactics to get you to book them on the spot so that you don’t have a chance to compare their level of service with someone else’s.  Tells you how long his company has been around, not how many years experience his DJs have. Charges extra for common things like, consultations, wireless mics, running lines for video presentations etc. They say they use the same quality equipment as professionals use but fail to mention it’s been out dated for 10 years. Overbook at average prices and sell their shows to The Amateur so they can book high numbers. Have cheesy company banners everywhere, their speakers, their console, and their shirt. This DJ is good if you want your event to be bland and possibly be embarrassed. 

Actual Worth: $400 - $600 (Will probably charge around $500)

The Professional

This DJ is well established for at least 10 years and has knowledge in doing every type of function. Weddings, corporate parties, school dances, clubs, etc.. DJs for a living so attention to detail is crucial for them to survive. Uses only professional equipment that they own. Has a song list and places request forms on your tables so your guests can enjoy themselves. Is interactive with the crowd without being obnoxious. Provides you with a HUGE list of references and can show you comment cards from previous clients. Dresses appropriate for every occasion. From a themed outfit to a tux, you decide. Separates themselves from other companies and listens to their clients needs first then offers their experience and knowledge for their clients to use to their advantage. This DJ is good if you want a stress free event. 

Actual Worth: Priceless (Will charge at least $900)
This is an example of my industry, however it can apply to videographers, photographers, wedding planners, decorators etc. You need to assess all of their values and decide what you need. Above all else make sure you rely on the knowledge and experience of your professionals and use it to your advantage. 
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